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Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

A copy of the International Search Report for applicants' corresponding 
International (PCT) patent application is enclosed. 

Enclosed is a copy of German OS 4025296 (German '296). The International 
Search Report cited German '296 as being particularly relevant by itself (Category X), 
cited page 4, line 5, to page 5, line 18, page 8, lines 5 to 54, page 13, line 37, to page 14, 
line 46, and Figures 4, 5, 13, 24, 25 and 30 to 36 of German '296 as being relevant, and 
cited German '296 as being relevant to Claims 1, 2, 8 and 9 of applicants' corresponding 
International patent application. 

Enclosed is a copy of Patent Abstracts Of Japan, vol. 96, no. 1 1, (Nov 29, 1996), 
(Abstract '679). The International Search Report cited Abstract '679 as being 
particularly relevant by itself (Category X), cited all of Abstract '679 as being relevant, 
and cited Abstract '679 as being relevant to Claims 1 and 2 of applicants' corresponding 
International patent application. 
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Enclosed is a copy of Patent Abstracts Of Japan, vol. 96, no. 2, (Feb. 29, 1996), 
(Abstract '646). The International Search Report cited Abstract '646 as being 
particularly relevant by itself (Category X), cited all of Abstract '646 as being relevant, 
and cited Abstract '646 as being relevant to Claims 1 and 2 of applicants' corresponding 
International patent application. 

Enclosed is a copy of European Published Patent Application No. 0297764 
(European '764). The International Search Report cited European '764 as being 
particularly relevant by itself (Category X), cited all of European '764 as being relevant, 
and cited European '764 as being relevant to Claim 1 of applicants' corresponding 
International patent application. 

Enclosed is a copy of Patent Abstracts Of Japan, vol. 95, no. 5, (June 30, 1995), 
(Abstract '426). The International Search Report cited Abstract '426 as being 
particularly relevant by itself (Category X), cited all of Abstract '426 as being relevant, 
and cited Abstract '426 as being relevant to Claim 1 of applicants' corresponding 
International patent application. 

Enclosed is a copy of French Patent No. 2,697,808 (French '808). The 
International Search Report cited French '808 as being technological background 
(Category A), cited the claims of French '808 as being relevant, and cited French '808 as 
being relevant to Claim 1 of applicants' corresponding International patent application. 

Enclosed is a copy of U.S. Patent No. 4,725,1 1 1 (Weitzen et al.). The 
International Search Report cited Weitzen et al. as being technological background 
(Category A), cited column 1, line 61, to column 2, line 7, of Weitzen et al. as being 
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relevant, and cited Weitzen et al. as being relevant to Claim 1 of applicants' 
corresponding International patent application. 

Enclosed is a copy of Patent Abstracts Of Japan, vol. 18, no. 513, (Sept. 27, 
1994), (Abstract '567). The International Search Report cited Abstract '567 as being 
technological background (Category A), cited all of Abstract '567 as being relevant, and 
cited Abstract '567 as being relevant to Claims 1, 2 and 8 of applicants' corresponding 
International patent application. 

Enclosed is a copy of Patent Abstracts Of Japan, vol. 16, no. 31 1, (July 8, 1992), 
(Abstract '960). The International Search Report cited Abstract '960 as being 
technological background (Category A), cited all of Abstract '960 as being relevant, and 
cited Abstract '960 as being relevant to Claims 1, 2 and 9 of applicants' corresponding 
International patent application. 

Enclosed is a copy of International Published Patent Application No. WO 
89/03760, (WO'760). The International Search Report cited WO '760 as being 
technological background (Category A), cited page 4, line 1, to page 5, last paragraph, 
and the figures of WO '760 as being relevant, and cited WO '760 as being relevant to 
Claims 1 and 2 of applicants' corresponding International Patent Application. 
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A list of the above-mentioned references is enclosed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Virgil H. Marsh 
Reg. No. 23, 083 

Fisher, Christen & Sabol 
1725 K Street, N.W. 
Suite 401 

Washington, D.C. 20006 

Tel: 202)659-2000 
Fax: 202)659-2015 
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